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con-sum-er-ism/kan'sooma.rizam/^n. 1 the proicc- 
lion or promotion of the interests of consumers. 
2 often derogatory thQ preoccupation of society with 
the acquisition of consumer goods. — con-sum-er- 
Isl adj. & n. — con-sum-er-is-tic /ken.sSoms'ristik/ adj. 

con>sum>er price in-dex (abbr,: CPI) >n. an index of 
the variation in prices paid by typical consumers for 
retail goods and other items. 

con«sum-er re.search ►n. the investigau'on of the 
needs and opinions of consumers, esp. with regard 
to a particular product or service. 

con*sum*er sO'Ci^e-ty ►/?. often derogatory a society in 
wliich the buying and selling of goods and services 
is the most important social and economic activity. 

con'Sum-er sov<er>elgn'ty ►n. Ecoriomics the situa- 
tion in an economy where tlie desires and needs of 
consumers control the output of producers. 

con-sum<mate ^v. /'kdnsa.mdt/ [trans,] make (a mar* 
riagc or relationship) complete by having sexual in- 
tercourse: his first wife refused to consummate their mar- 
j-idgt'. ■ complete {a transaction or attempt): make 
perfect: his scheme of colonization was consummated 
ihrousfi bioodslicd. 

► adj. /'kanssmet; kan'semal/ showing a high degree of 
skill and flair: complete or perfect: she dressed with 
cowsxmmaie elegance. Mate Middle English (as an ad- 
jective in the sense 'completed, accomplished ): 
from Latin zonsxmmat- 'brought to completion.' 
from the verb consumtnare, from con- 'altdgether' + 
siimmfl 'sum total.' feminine of summus 'highest, 
supreme.' — con'Sum*mate'ly /'kansamalle; kan 
'semetle/ adv. — con-sum-ma-tor /'kansa, mater/ n. 

con-sum'ma-tion /,k£)nsa'maSHen/ >n. the point at 
whidi something is complete or finalized: the con- 
summation of a sale, sthe action of making a mar- 
riage or relationship complete by having sexual in- 
tercourse: the ea%ev comxmmaiiow that fxiWows a long 
and passionate seduaion. [>late Middle English: from 
Latin consummatioin-), from tlie verb caxsximmare (see 

CONSUMMATE). 

con-sump-tion /kan'sam(p)sHen/ ►n. 1 the using up 
of a resource; industriaUzedcountties should reduce their 
enci-^ consumption. « the eating, drinking, or ingest- 
ing of something: liquor is sold for consumption off the 
prcjnises. u an amount of something that is used up 
or ingested: n daily consumption of 15 cigarettes. ■ the 
purchase and use of goods and services by the pub- 
lic: an article for mass consumption, m the reception of 
information or entertainment, esp. by a mass audi- 
ence: his con/tdcntifll speech was not meant for public con- 
sumption. 2 cfa/ed a wasting disease, esp, pulmonar>' 
tuberculosis. £>late Middle English: frc^m Latin con- 
sumplio(n'}, from the verb consumere (see consume). 

con-sump-tivB /k3n'sam(p)tjv/ ►ac//. 1 daferfaffcctcd 
with a wasting disease, esp. pulinoniny tuberculo- 
sis: from biitlt he was sickly and consumptive. 2 chielly 
derogatory of or relating to the using up of re- 
sources: toinlsm represents an insidious fonn of con- 
sumpiivc iictiviiv. 

► n. dated a person with a wasting disease, esp. pul* 
monaiy tuberculosis, omid 17th cent.: from me- 
dieval Latin consumpti\nis, from Utin consumpt- 'con- 
sumed.' from the verb consumere (see consume). 
— con-sump-tive'ly adv. 

cont. ►ebijf. ■ contents. ■ continued. 

con*tact ►n, /'kan.takt/ 1 the state or condition of 
physical touching: the tennis ball is in contact with the 
court surface, for as little as 5 rnfllisefonds. ■ the state or 
condition of communicating or meeting: lewis and 
Qark came into contact with numerous tiver tribes \ he 
had lost contact with his friends. ■ {as adj.] activated by 
or operating through physical touch: rontnct der- 
malHis. ■ a connection for the passage of an electric 
current from one tiling to another, or a part or de- 
vice by which such a connection is made: a one-way 
electrical contact betwircn a metal and a semiconductor. 
■ (contacts) contact lenses. 2 a meeting, communi- 
cation, or relationship with someone: they have 
forced contacts with key people in business. ■ a person 
who may be communicated with for information or 
assistance, esp. with regard to one's job: Francie had 
good fontflcts. ■ n person who has associated with a 
patient with a contagious disease (and so may cany 
the infection). 

► v. /*k§n,taki: kan'takt/ [trans.] communicate with 
(someone), typically in order to give or receive spe- 
cific infoiTnation. {>carly 17th cent.: from Lntin con- 
taclus. from conluct- 'touched, grasped, bordered on,' 
from the verb cnntinj^ere, from con- 'together with' + 
tnngert' 'to touch.' — con'tact^a-ble /'kfln.taktabol; 
ken'tak-/ adj. 

con*tact center ^n. an integrated and usually 



automated communications system that coordi- 
nates all telephone and electronic contacts between 
an organization and the public. 

con-tact-ee /.kan.tak'te; kan-/ ►a a person who 
claims to have been contacted by alien beings, esp. 
through an abd\iction. 

contact flight (also contact flying) >n. navigation of 
an aircTafi by the obseiyation of landmarks. 

cori'tact lens >n. a thin plastic lens placed directly 
on the .surface of the eye to correct visual defects. 

coH'tact met-a-mor»phlsm ►n. Geology metamor- 
phism due to contact with or proximity to an ig- 
neous intnjsion, 

con'tac-tor /'kan.takter; kan'tak-/ ►a a device for 
making and breaking an electric circuit. 

con'tact per-son a person who provides a link 
for information or representation between two par- 
ties. 

con tact print ►a a photographic print made by 
placing a negative directly onto sensitized paper, 
glass, or nim and illuminating it. 

► v. (con'tact-print) [trans.] make a photograph from (a 
negative) in this way. 

coH'tact proc«ess ►a the major industrial process 
used to make sulfuric acid, by oxidizing sulfur diox- 
ide in die presence of a solid catalyst and absorbing 
the resulting sulfur trioxide in water. 

con-tact sheet ►a a piece of photographic paper 
onto which several or all of the negatives on a roll 
of film have been contact printed. 

con-tact sport ►a a sport in which the participants 
necessarily come into bodily contact with one an- 
other, 

con<ta<di«na /.kanta'dena/ ►n. (pi. -di-ne /-'de.na/ or 
-dl-nas) an Italian peasant girl or peasant woman. 
t>lialian. 

con*ta<di*no /.kanta'deno/ ►n. [pi. -di-ni /-'dene/ or -di. 

nos) an Italian peasant or nistic. C'ltalian. from con- 

tado. denoting the peasant population around a city. 
Con-ta*gem /.konta'ZHam/ a city in Minas Gerais state 

in southeastern Brazil, west of Belo Horizonte; pop. 

491.000. 

con-ta-glon /kan'tSjan/ >n. the communication of dis- 
ease from one person to another by close contact: 
the rooms held no risk of contagion. ■ a disease spread in 
such a way. ■ figurative the spreading of a hannful 
idea or practice: the contagion of disgrace. • a contag- 
ium. olate Middle English (denoting a contagious 
disease): from Latin contagioln ), from con- 'together 
with' -I- the base of tangere 'to touch.' 

con-ta>glous /kan'tdjas/ ►ad/ (of a disease} spread 
from one person or organism to another by direct or 
indirect contact: a contng;ious infection. ■ (of a person 
or animal) likely to transmit a disease by contact 
with other people or animals. ■ figurative (of an emo- 
tion, feeling, or arrinide) likely to spread to and af- 
fect others: her enthusiasm is contagious. !>laie Middle 
Hnglisli: from late L'ltin coiitfi^jinsus. from cntnagio 
(see CONTAGION). — con'ta*gious'ly adv. — con-ta> 
gious*ness a 

USAGE In practice, there is little or no difference in 
meaning between contagious and infecrious 
when applied to disease: both mean, roughly, 
'communicable.' There is, however, a difference in 
emphasis or focus bct\vecn the two words. Conta- 
gious tends to be focused on the person or animal 
affected by the disease {precautions are taken with 
anyone who seems contagfoiis), while infectious em- 
phasizes the agent or organism that carries the dis- 
ease. In figurative, nontechnical senses, conta- 
gious may describe the spread of things good or 
bad, such as laughter and merriment, or coniip- 
tion. violence, panic, etc.: the chiefs paranoia had a 
contagious effect on the officets. Infectious, in figura- 
tive senses, usually refers to the spread of only 
pleasant, positive things, such as good humor or 
optimism: Sharon's it\fectious enthusiasm for the project 
flttmrted many \'oIuntfers. 

con'ta*glum /kan'iajam; -j§am/ ►a {pi. -gl-a /-ja; -jSe/) 
a .substance or agent, such as a vinis. by which a con- 
tagious disease is transmitted. 

con-tain /ken'tan/ ►v. [trans.] 1 have or hold (some- 
one or something) within: cojjee cans that once con- 
tained a fiAl pound of coffee. ■ be made up of (a number 
of things); consist of: horscht can cmxtain mainly beets or 
a number of vegetables. ■ (of a number) be divisible by 
(a factor) without a remainder. 2 control or restrain 
(oneself or a feeling): she was scorcftly able to contain 
herself as she wailed to spill the beans. ■ prevent (a 
severe problem) from increasing in extent or 



intensity: a new western policy lo contain u 
Bosnia. t>Middle English: from Old Hron 
from Latin conlincrc. from con- 'altogcih 
'to lioUl.' — con-taln-a-ble adj. 

con-tain-er /ksn'tanar/ ►a an object th.ii ^ 
to hold or transport something: a micmv,-, 
container. ■ a large metal box of a stanr 
and size used for the transpnrt.irion o 
road, rail, sea. or air: a rontaint'r shi;). 

con-tain-er-ize /ken'lana.riz/ ►v. \trans.\ |i- 
(containerized) pack into or transport by 
containerized cargo. — con*ta}n-eni'Za-tiot 
'zaSHan/ a 

con-taln-er port ►a a port that speci.ili: 
dling goods transported in containers. 

Con«tain«er ship ^n. a ship that is desi<^n 
goods stowed in containers. 
■ con-tain*ment /kon'tanmant/ ►a the mk 
ing something harmful under control or • 
its: tlie containment of the AIDS epidemic, m th 
policy of preventing the expansion oi 
coimtry or influence: the U.S. gm'^njiiu'rii : 
tninnient of communism as a global task. 

con'tam'i'Oate /kan'lama.nal/ [trans.] 
contaminated) make (something) impur 
sure to or addition of a poisonous or po\ 
stance: the site was found to be cojitaminaieil 
tivity I figurative the cntenainment imiusir 
co/itfiniinnftr the mind of the public | |as adj.\ 
nated) conrnnifiuited bhwd products. See m 
LUTE, folate Middle Hnglisli: from Litin t 
'made impure.' from the verb conuuniime 
lumen 'contact, pollution.' from con- 'togc 
+ the base of tangere 'to touch.' —con 
/-Mamanant/ a — con-tam-l-na-tion /-.tan 
n. — con-tam-i'na-tor/-,natar/ a 

con-te /k6Nt/ ►a a short sioiy as a form 
composition. ■ a medieval narrative tnle. 
based on Utin compwlure 'reckon, sum up 

con-te /kON'la/ (also trademark CoMe) ►n. 
hard, grease-free crayon used as a nicdiu 
work: poweiful drawings in rough red come. \ 
cent.: named after Nicolas j. Conte (17.^.5- 
French inventor who developed it. 

con-temn /kan'tem/ ►v. [trans] archaic tren 
with contempt. f>late Middle English: f. 
contemnere. from con- (expressing intensiv 
temnere 'despise.* — con'temn-er/-'lem(n){ 

con'tem-plate /'k3ntdm,plat/ ^v. [trans.] lool 
fully for a long time at: he sat on the carpet < 
ing his inuige in tlie mirrors, u think about: 0 
a trade war are too horrifying to contcmplaU'. 
think profoundly and at length; meditate: 
rosely conieniplnring. ■ have in mind as a 
though not certain intention: she coritf 
gold mining venture. Mate I6th cent.: frnm 
tempUU' 'sur\'eyed. obsen'ed. conieniplai 
the verb contcmplan. based on tcmplum 'pi* 
scivation.' — con-tem-pla-tor /-.plalor/ n. 

con-tem-pla'tlon /.kantam'piasHgn/ ►a the 
looking thoughtfully at something for a I 
the rond is too Imsy for leisiirely contmplal 
scenery, m deep reflective thought: hewonld^ 
room for study or ronteniplntion. ■ the state 
thought about or planned. « religious ni 
■ (in Christian spirituaUiy) a form of pray^ 
itation in which a person seeks to pass be) 
lal images and concepts to a direct cxperie 
di\nne. E>Middle Rnglish: from Old Frer 
Uuin coiitL'niplnlio(n-/. from the verb ronw 
contemplate). 

con.tem-pfa-tive /ken'templativ/ ►ad/, c.xpj 
involving prolonged thought: she rcganw 
contemplative eye. ■ invoh'ing or given lo d 
prayer or religious meditation: coiitf'npw 
edge of Cod. . 

►a a person whose life is devoted pm 
prayer, esp. in a monasteiy or convent. - 
pla-live-ly adv. 

con'tem-po-ra-ne-ous/kan.tempa'rSnea^ 
ing or occurring in the same period of t»™ 
ras was contemporaneous with ^^"'^'^'"S.i, 
cent.: from Utin. from con- 'together 
raneus (from it.'jnpiJ5. tempor- 'time') 
tem-po-ra-ne'l-ty /-re'n6ite; -re'nflite/ a. -^J 
ra-ne*ous«ly adv. — con'tem-pO'ra-ne'Ouar 

con'tem'po>rar-y /kan'tempa.rerS/ ^^^'^ 
occurring at the same time: the ( 
0 conteniporn>y hislorinri. "dating ifO'^^ 
time: this series of paintings is contei'ipO'^v^ 
n'orks in an early style. 2 belonging toy^ 
in the present: the tension and fon»P™j 



